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Exemption -- in East Carroll Parish, LA

Dear Ms. Brown:

Enclosed please find an original and 10 copies of Verified Notice of Exemption Under 49
C.F.R. § 1152.50, for filing with the Board in the above referenced matter.

Also enclosed is a check in the amount of $3,600 for the filing fee.
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DELTA SOUTHERN RAILROAD, INC. - ) DOCKET NO. AB-384
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- IN ) (SUB-NO. 2X)
EAST CARROLL PARISH, LA )

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50, et seq., DELTA SOUTHERN RAILROAD, INC. (DSR)
hereby provides notice of its class exemption from the requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 for
abandonment of a rail line on which no traffic has been originated, terminated, or moved
overhead for more than two years in the past, i.e., between Milepost 463.0 which is
approximately 200 feet west of U.S. Highway 65 North, at or ncar Shelburn, and Milepost 471.0,
which is approximately 75 feet east of U.S. Highway 65 South approximately one mile south of
Lake Providence, a distance of 8 miles in East Carroll Parish, Louisiana (the Rail Line). A map
showing the Rail Line is attached as Appendix 1.

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(2), FC provides the following information:

1. Proposed Consummation Date

The proposed abandonment would be consummated no earlier than the 50" day after this
Notice of Exemption is filed, i.e., December 29, 2010,

2. Certification Required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b)

Mr. William Wainright, President of DSR, has certified that no local traffic has moved

over the Rail Line for at least two years; that no overhead traffic has moved over the Rail Line
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for at least two years; and that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the Rail Line
(or by a state or local government entity acting on behalf of such a user) regarding cessation of
service over the Rail Line either is pending with the Board or any U.S. District Court or has been
decided in favor of the complainant within the two-year period, having alleged or proven that
DSR has imposed an illegal embargo or other unlawful impediment to service. Mr. Wainright’s
verification of the foregoing is attached to this Notice as Appendix 2.

3. Exact Name of Applicant - 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(1)

Applicant is Delta Southern Railroad, Inc.

4. Common Carrier Status - 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(2)

Applicant is a common carrier by rail subject to 49 U.S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.

S. Relief Sought - 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(3)

Applicant seeks an exemption that would authorize abandonment of the Rail Line.

6. Map of the Rail Line - 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(4)

The required map is attached to this Notice as Appendix 1.

7. Applicant’s Representative - 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a}(7)

Applicant’s Representative to whom correspondence is to be sent is Thomas F.
McFarland, Thomas F. McFarland, P.C., 208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1890, Chicago, Illinois

60604-1112, (312) 236-0204 (phone), (312) 201-9695 (fax), mcfarland@aol.com (e-mail).

8. Postal Service Zip Codes - 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(8)

The Rail Line traverses USPS Zip Code 71254.



9. Use for Other Public Purposes - 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(¢e)(4)

In DSR’s opinion, the right-of-way land proposed for abandonment may be appropriate
for use for another public purpose, i.e., railbanking and interim recreational trail use. No
restriction on title to that right-of-way, including any reversionary interest, would affect that use
if conveyance for such use were to be made under the National Trails System Act, 16 U.S.C.

§ 1247(d).

10. Level of Labor Protection

The interest of railroad employees will be protected by the conditions set forth in Oregon
Short Line R. Co. - Abandonment - Goshen, 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979).

11. Notice Requirements - 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) and 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11

Mr. William Wainright, President of DSR, hereby certifies that in accordance with 49
C.F.R. § 1152.20(d)(1), at least 10 days prior to the filing of this Notice, DSR sent a notice in
writing to the Louisiana Department of Transportation & Development; the United States
Department of Defense, Military Traffic Management Command, Transportation Engineering
Agency, Railroads for National Defense Program; the National Park Service, Recreation
Resources Assistance Division; and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Chief of the Forest
Service, naming the Applicant, describing the Rail Line involved, including the USPS Zip Code
affected, indicating that the class exemption procedure is being used, and stating that in the near
future a Notice of Exemption will be filed with the Board. The Notice included the required
statement regarding federally-granted right-of-way. See Appendix 2.

Mr. Wainright further certifies that in accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11, DSR sent a

copy of its Draft Environmental and Historic Report to the Louisiana State Clearinghouse; the

-4-



Louisiana Environmental Protection Agency; the Louisiana State Coastal Zone Management
Agency; the Board of Commissioners of the City of Lake Providence, LA and the East Carroll
Parish; the Regional Office of the United States Environmental Protection Agency; the United
States Fish & Wildlife Service; the United States Army Corps of Engineers; the National Park
Service; the United States Soil Conservation Service; the National Geodetic Survey; and the
Louisiana Historic Preservation Office. See Appendix 2.
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTING

Attached to this Notice of Exemption as Appendix 3 is a copy of a Draft Environmental
and Historic Report dated October 20, 2010 that was prepared by DSR and submitted to all
agencies named in the Board’s regulations.

Attached to this Notice as Appendix 4 are comments received to date by DSR in response
to its Draft Environmental and Historic Report.

NEWSPAPER PUBLICATION

DSR hereby certifies that a notice of the proposed abandonment was published in the

Banner Democrat, a newspaper of general circulation in East Carroll Parish, Louisiana on

October 28, 2010. A copy of the notice is attached as Appendix 5.



WHEREFORE, within 20 days of the filing of this Notice, the Board, through the

Director of the Office of Proceedings, should publish a notice in the Federal Register of the

filing of this Notice. (See 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(3)).

DATE FILED: November 9, 2010

Respectfully submitted,

DELTA SOUTHERN RAILROAD, INC.
P.O. Box 1709
Tallulah, LA 71282

Applicant

X
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THOMAS F. McFARLAND
THOMAS F. McFARLAND, P.C.
208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1890
Chicago, IL 60604-1112

(312) 236-0204

(312) 201-9695 fax
mcfarland@aol.com

Attorney: for Applicant
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Docket No. AB-384 (Sub-No. 2X)
Appendix 2
VERIFICATION

STATE OF LOUISIANA )

) SS:

PARISH OF EAST CARROLL )

o

WILLIAM WAINRIGHT, being duly sworn, states that:

He is President of Delta Southern Railroad, Inc, (DSR), the rail carrier having filed a
Notice of Exemption under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 in this proceeding; and

No local traftic has moved over the Rail Line proposed for abandonment in this
proceeding for at least two years; no overhead traffic has moved over the Rail Line for at
least two years; no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the Rail Line (or by
a state or local government entity acting on behalf of such a user) regarding cessation of
service over the Rail Line either is pending with the Board or any U.S. District Court or
has been decided in favor of the Complainant within the two-year period, having alleged
or proven that DSR has imposed an illegal embargo or other unlawful impediment to
service; and

In accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1150.20(d)(1), at least 10 days prior to filing its Notice of
Exemption, DSR sent a notice in writing to the Louisiana Department of Transportation
& Development; the United States Department of Defense, Military Traffic Management
Command, Railroads for National Defense Program; the National Park Service,
Recreation Resources Assistance Division; and the United States Department of
Agriculture, Chief of the Forest Service, naming DSR as Applicant, describing the Rail

Line involved, including the USPS Zip Code affected, indicating that the class exemption



procedure is being used, stating that in the near future a Notice of Exemption is to be filed
with the Board; and including a statement that to DSR's knowledge the Rail Line does
not contain federally-granted right-of-way; and

4. In accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11. DSR sent a copy of its Draft Environmental and
Historic Report to the Louisiana State Clearinghouse; the Louisiana Environmental
Protection Agency: the Louisiana State Coastal Zone Management Agency; the Board of
Commissioners of the City of Lake Providence, LA and the East Carroll Parish; the
Regional Office of the United States Environmental Protection Agency; the United States
Fish & Wildlife Service; the United States Army Corps of Engineers; the National Park
Service; the United States Soil Conservation Service; the National Geodetic Survey; and
the Louisiana Historic Preservation Office: and

S. All other factual allegations in DSR’s Notice of Exemption are true and correct.

WILLIAM WAINRIGH%

SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to
before me in and for the State and
County above named, this 3T day
of Meveruzer | 2010.

Yoz

' Notar’y Public
: "PAMELA KAY ESSEX
My Commission expires: NOTARY PUBLIC #056339
State of Louisiana

lMy Commission is for Lifa

2-



APPENDIX 3

Draft Environmental & Historic Report
dated October 20, 2010
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THOMAS E MCFARLAND, PC.
208 SOUTH LASALLE STREET - SUITE 1890
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604-1112
TELEPHONE (312) 236-0204
Fax (312) 201-9695

THoMAS E MCEARLAND

State Clearinghouse

Louisiana Department of Transportation & Develop.

P.O. Box 94245
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245

State Coastal Zone Management
Louisiana Coastal Management Division

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 44487
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4487

City Planner:
City of Lake Providence

Planning & Development Department
201 Sparrow Street
Lake Providence, LA 71254

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service:

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - Region 4
Century Center

1875 Century Boulevard

Atlanta, GA 30345

National Park Service:

Planning and Compliance Office
National Park Service - Southeast Region
100 Alabama St., SW

Atlanta, GA 30303

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Admin.:
NGS Information Services, NOAA, N/'NGS12

National Geodetic Survey SSMC-3. #9202
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

mcfarland@aol.com

October 20, 2010

State Environmental Protection Agency
Louisiana Dept. of Environmental Quality

P.O. Box 4301
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4301

Parish Commissioners:

Mr. Major Watson, Parish Manager
East Carroll Parish Commissioners
3121 Hwy. 581

Lake Providence, LA 71254

Environmental Protection Agency
{regional office):

Environmental Protection Agency - Region 6
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200
Dallas. TX 75202

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
P.O. Box 60267
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

Natural Resources Conservation Service:
Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA

3737 Government Street

Alexandria, LA 71302

Louisiana Historical Preservation Office:
Louisiana Office of Cultural Development
Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism
P.O. Box 44247

Baton Rouge. LA 70804-4247

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-384 (Sub-No. 2X), Delta Southern Railroad, Inc. --
Abandonment Exemption -- in East Carroll Parish, LA


mailto:mcfarland@aol.com

THoMAS E MCEARLAND

October 20, 2010
Page 2

Dear Agency or Governmental Representative:

Hereby transmitted is a Draft Environmental and Historic Report prepared by Delta
Southern Railroad, Inc. in conjunction with the captioned matter. Your comments are solicited
in regard to content of the Report that is within your jurisdiction.

Very truly yours,
- r~ fy .
ey WV \e !r-cvk-k-ff‘**"LQ

Thomas F. McFarland
Attorney for Delta Southern
Railroad, Inc.

TMcF:Alwp8.0\1462\MtrDEHR 1

cc: Mr. William Wainright, by fax



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DELTA SOUTHERN RAILROAD, INC.-- )} DOCKET NO. AB-384
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- IN )} (SUB-NO. 2X)
EAST CARROLL PARISH, LA )

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

DELTA SOUTHERN RAILROAD, INC.
P.O. Box 1709
Tallulah, LA 71282

Applicant

THOMAS F. McFARLAND
THOMAS F. McFARLAND, P.C.
208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1890
Chicago, IL 60604-1112

(312) 236-0204

(312) 201-9695 fax
mcfarland@aol.com

Attorney for Applicant

Date Submitted: October 20, 2010



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DELTA SOUTHERN RAILROAD, INC.-- '} DOCKET NO. AB-384
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- IN ) (SUB-NO. 2X)
EAST CARROLL PARISH, LA )

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7 and 1105.8. DELTA SOUTHERN RAILROAD, INC.

(DSR) hereby submits this Draft Environmental and Historic Report.

I

Environmental Report

DSR hereby submits the following information required by 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e):

(1) Proposed action and alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.
Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

In the near future, DSR intends to file with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a

Notice of Exemption from 49 U.S.C. § 10903 for abandonment of an 8-mile rail line between

Milepost 463.0, which is located approximately 200 feet west of U.S. Highway 65 North at or

near Shelburn, and Milepost 471.0, which is located approximately 75 feet east of U.S. Highway

65 South approximately one mile south of Lake Providence, in East Carroll Parish, Louisiana

(the Rail Line). The Rail Line is shaded in yellow on a print that is attached as Appendix 1.



Abandonment of the Rail Line is exempt from the application and approval requirements
of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 because it has not been used for the provision of rail service for more than
two years.

In the event of abandonment, the track materials in the Rail Line would be removed and
sold for reuse, rerolling, or scrap, and the land in the right-of-way would be sold or conveyed for
railbanking and interim recreational trail use.

Minimal maintenance of the Rail Line currently being performed would cease in the
event of abandonment.

There is no reasonable alternative to abandonment inasmuch as DSR would incur
substantial opportunity costs associated with nonrail use of the Rail Line’s assets unless the Rail
Line were to be abandoned.

A map of the Rail Line is attached to this Report as Appendix 1.

(2) Transportation system. Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or

local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or

Sfreight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the
proposed action.

DSR believes that abandonment of the Rail Line will have a minimal effect on regional or
local transportation systems and patterns. No rail traffic is currently moving over the Rail Line,
so there would be no diversion of rail traffic to other modes of transportation.

(3) Land use. (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies

and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state

whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any
inconsistencies.

DSR believes that abandonment of the Rail Line would be consistent with existing land

use plans. DSR is consulting by letter with planning agencies for the City of Lake Providence
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and East Carroll Parish in order to obtain any contrary views. See Appendix 2 attached to this

Report.

(3)(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of
the proposed action on any prime agricultural land.

The proposed abandonment would have no effect on prime agricultural land. The Rail

Line is in a rural setting. Removal of trackage from the Rail Line should not have any effect on

prime agricultural land. In accordance with this regulation, DSR is consulting by letter with the

Natural Resources Conservation Service (Appendix 2 hereto).

zone.

(3)(iii} If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include
the coastal zone information required by §1105.9.

The proposed abandonment does not affect land or water uses in a designated coastal
(3)(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is
suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and explain why.

In DSR’s opinion, the right-of-way in the Line would be appropriate for alternative public

use as a recreational trail.

(4) Energy. (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources.

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on transportation of energy resources.
(4)(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.
The proposed abandonment will have no effect on recyclable commodities.

(4)(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall
energy efficiency and explain why.

The proposed abandonment will not result in a change in overall energy efficiency

because no rail traffic would be diverted to truck transportation.

-4-



(4)(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more

than:

(4) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected
line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data
and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To minimize the production of
repetitive data, the information on overall energy efficiency in §§1105.7(e)(4)(iii)
need not be supplied if the more detailed information in §§1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is
required.

Not applicable, as no such diversions will occur.

(5) Air. (i) If the proposed action will result in either:

(4) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line
affected by the proposal, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload
activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average
daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the
anticipated effect on air emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or
10502) to construct a new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned
line, only the eight train a day provision in subsection (5)(i)(4) will apply.

Not applicable, as no such increases will occur.

(5)(ii) If the proposed action affects a class [ or nonattainment area under the Clean Air
Act, and will result in either:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line,

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload
activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average
daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any
expected increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State
Implementation Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or



49 U.S.C. 10502), or a case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously
abandoned line, only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.

Not applicable, as no such increases will occur.

(5)(iii) If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon)
is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety
practices (including any speed restrictions): the applicant’s safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental
spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the
event of a collision or derailment.

Not applicable, as no such transportation will occur.

(6) Noise. If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed,
state whether the proposed action will cause:

(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or
(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify
sensitive receplors ( e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement

communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

Not applicable, as no such thresholds will be surpassed.

(7) Safety. (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).

The proposed exemption and the resulting abandonment will have a beneficial effect on
public health and safety because existing rail crossings of public streets and private driveways

would be permanently inactive.

(7)(ii) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials and
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including any
speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments,
accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and
the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.

-6-



Not applicable, as hazardous materials will not be transported.

(7)(iii} If there are any known hazardous waste siles or sites where there have been
known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites
and the types of hazardous materials involved.

Not applicable, as no such sites will be affected.

(8) Biological resources. (i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the

effects.

The proposed exemption is unlikely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species
or areas designated as critical habitat. In accordance with this regulation, DSR is consulting by

letter with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Appendix 2).

(8)(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests
will be affected, and describe any effects.

The proposed exemption will not affect wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, nor National or

state parks or forests.

(9) Water. (i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality
standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

The proposed exemption will be consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards. In accordance with this regulation, DSR is consulting by letter with local

water quality officials (Appendix 2).

(9)(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether
permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the

-7-



proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
affected. Describe the effects.

DSR believes that permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act are not required for
the proposed exemption. The proposed exemption will not affect any designated wetlands or
100-year flood plains. In accordance with this regulation, DSR is consulting by letter with the

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Appendix 2).

(9)(iii} State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342)
are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency or the state environmental protection or equivalent agency if they are
unsure whether such permits are required.)

DSR believes that permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act are not required for
the proposed exemption. In accordance with this regulation, DSR is consulting by letter with the

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (Appendix 2).

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse
environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

Not applicable, as there will be no adverse environmental impacts to mitigate.

Attached as Appendix 2-A are comments from the National Geodetic Survey and Natural

Resources Conservation Service in response to letter to governmental agencies dated October 5,

2010 (Appendix 2).



il

Historic Report

DSR hereby submits the following information required by 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(d):

(d)(1) A US.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently
detailed 1o show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action)
showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate
dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 vears old or older and are part of the
proposed action;

The required topographic map is attached to this Report as Appendix 3.

(d)(2) A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the
extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the
surrounding area;

The right-of-way in the Rail Line is generally 100 feet wide. The surrounding area is

rural in nature.

(d)(3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of
railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately
surrounding area;

Photographs of the three bridges on the Rail Line are attached as Appendix 4.

(d)(4) The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any
major alterations, to the extent such information is known;

Not precisely known.

(d)(5) A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of
what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action;

The Rail Line was constructed by the St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern Railroad. It

opened for operation in December 1, 1903. Ownership passed into the hands of Missouri Pacific

Railroad Company (MP). MP sold the Rail Line to DSR in January, 1989.



(6) A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic;

None available.

(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad’s possession) as to

whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of

Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological

resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and

the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic

Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities);

The Rail Line is not thought to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places. It is unlikely that there are archeological resources or previously unknown
historic properties in the project area. In accordance with this regulation, DSR is consulting by
letter with the Historical Preservation Office (Appendix 2 hereto).

(8) A description (based on readily available information in the railroad’s possession) of

any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions

(naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of

resources {(such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the

surrounding terrain.

DSR has no knowledge of any prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, or
environmental conditions that might affect the archeological recovery of resources and the

surrounding terrain.

Respectfully submitted,

DELTA SOUTHERN RAILROAD, INC.
P.O. Box 1709
Tallulah, LA 71282

Applicant

-10-
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THOMAS F. McFARLAND
THOMAS F. McFARLAND, P.C.
208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1890
Chicago, IL 60604-1112

(312) 236-0204

(312) 201-9695 fax
mcfarland@aol.com

Attorney for Applicant
Date Submitted: October 20. 2010
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORIC REPORT
APPENDIX |

Map of Rail Line pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)1)
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORIC REPORT
APPENDIX 2

Letter dated October 5, 2010 to agencies
pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(b)(1)-(11)



L Aaw OFFICE

THOMAS E McFARLAND, PC.
208 Souts LASALLE STREET - SUITE 1890
CHIcacGo, ILLINOIS 60604-1112
TELEPHONE (312) 236-0204
Fax (312) 201-9695
mcfarland@aol.com
THOMAS E MCFARLAND

October 5, 2010
State Clearinghouse State Environmental Protection Agency
Louisiana Department of Transportation & Develop. Louisiana Dept. of Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 94245 P.O. Box 4301
Baton Rouge. LA 70804-9245 Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4301
State Coastal Zone Management Parish Commissioners:
Lousiana Coastal Management Division Mr. Major Watson, Parish Manager
Department of Natural Resources East Carroll Parish Commissioners
P.O. Box 44487 3121 Hwy. 581
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4487 Lake Providence, LA 71254
City Planner: Environmental Protection Agency
City of Lake Providence (regional office):
Planning & Development Department Environmental Protection Agency - Region 6
201 Sparrow Street 1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200
Lake Providence, LA 71254 Dallas, TX 75202
L.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: LU.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - Region 4 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Century Center New Orleans District
1875 Century Boulevard P.O. Box 60267
Atlanta, GA 30345 New Orleans, LA 70160-0267
National Park Service: Natural Resources Conservation Service:
Planning and Comphance Office Natural Resources Conservation Service
National Park Service - Southeast Region USDA
100 Alabama St., SW 3737 Government Street
Atlanta, GA 30303 Alexandria, LA 71302
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Admin.: Loujsiana Historical Preservation Office:
NGS Information Services, NOAA. N/NGS12 Louisiana Office of Cultural Development
National Geodetic Survey SSMC-3, #9202 Department of Culture, Recreation and Tournsmn
1315 East-West Highway P.O. Box 44247
Silver Spring. MD 20910-3282 Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4247

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-384 (Sub-No. 2X), Delta Southern Railroad, Inc. --
Abandonment Exemption -- in East Carroll Parish, LA


mailto:mcfarland@aoI.com

THOMAS FE MCEARLAND

October 5, 2010
Page 2

Dear Agency or Governmental Representative:

Delta Southern Railroad, Inc. (DSR) is a common carrier by railroad whose address is
P.O. Box 1709, Tallulah, LA 71282. In the near future. DSR intends to file with the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) a Notice of Exemption from 49 U.S.C. § 10903 for abandonment of
an §-mile rail line between Milepost 463.0, which is located approximately 200 feet west of U.S.
Highway 65 North at or near Shelburn, and Milepost 471.0, which is located approximately 75
feet east of U.S. Highway 65 South approximately one mile south of Lake Providence, in East
Carroll Parish, Louisiana (the Rail Line). The Rail Line is shaded in yellow on a map that is
attached to this letter as Appendix 1.

Before filing a Notice of Exemption for abandonment of the Rail Line, DSR is required to
prepare and circulate to appropriate local government agencies a Draft Environmental and
Historic Report that will be reviewed by the STB in conjunction with its determination of
whether or not the proposed abandonment would have a significant adverse effect on the human
environment or on historic resources. This letter is intended to consult with your agency in
regard to the environmental and historic effects of the proposed abandonment.

Pursuant to STB regulations at 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7, this letter is to request your assistance
in identifying potential environmental and historic effects of that proposed abandonment. DSR
does not anticipate any adverse environmental or historic impacts; however, if you identify any
such adverse impacts, please describe any action that could be taken to mitigate such adverse
impacts. Please provide a written response to this letter as soon as possible so that your response
can be included in a Draft Environmental and Historic Report that DSR will prepare, file with the
STB, and serve on intercsted agencies.

COUNTY AND CITY PLANNING AGENCIES. Please state whether the proposed
abandonment would be consistent with existing land-use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

US SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE. Please state the effect of the proposed
abandonment on any prime agricultural land.

US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE. Please state (1) whether the proposed
abandonment is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as

a critical habitat and, if so, please describe such effects; and (2) whether wildlife sanctuaries or

refuges. National or State parks or forests will be affected and, if so, please describe such effects.



ToMAaS E MCEARLAND

October 5, 2010
Page 3

STATE WATER QUALITY OFFICIALS. Please state whether the proposed
abandonment would be consistent with applicable Federal, State or Local water quality standards.

Please describe any inconsistencies.

US AND STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCIES (OR
EQUIVALENT AGENCY). Please (1) identify any potential adverse environmental effects of
the proposed abandonment on the surrounding area, and (2) identify the location of any known
hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way of the Rail Line, and list the types of hazardous
materials involved, and (3) state whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed abandonment.

STATE HISTORICAL PRESERVATION OFFICE. Please identify any bridges on the
Rail Line that are historically significant. The Rail Line was constructed by the St. Louis, Iron
Mountain & Southern Railroad. It was first operated in 1903.

Please send vour reply to me as DSR’s attorney to: Thomas F. McFarland, Thomas F.
McFarland, P.C., 208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1890, Chicago, IL 60604-1112. You may reach
me by telephone at (312) 236-0204 if you have any questions or need further information. DSR
appreciates your assistance in furnishing a reply to this letter.

Very truly yours,

/ﬁ»‘, w1 1V1¢ Cﬁu\,[ wwfw\,c!\

Thomas F. McFarland

Attorney for Delta Southern Railroad, Inc.
TMcl kiwp8 0\ 462\rragencies{

cc: Mr. William Wainright, by fax
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORIC REPORT
APPENDIX 2-A

Responses to letter dated October 5, 2010 to agencies
pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(b)(1)-(11)
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From: Simon Monroe <Simon.Main ce@noasz.govs
Te: meredand@aol. com

Lot Surface Transpotation Boavd <sea@sio dowgiov>; Suveyonady@yahoo.com; Githart Mitcha
<Gilberi.Mitchel@noaa.gov>; Sirmen Mowres <Smon. Montce@noae.gov>

Subject: [NGS Response, STB Docket AB-384 (SUB MNO. 020}

Thank you for sharing your raiiroad abandonment environmental report for

Date: Tue, Oct 19, 2010 11:56 am

Shelburn, East Carroll Parish, LOUISIANA.

Approximately 10 geodetic survey marks may be located in the area described.

If marks wil! be disturbed by the abandonment, [THE RAILROAD] shall

consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at least 90 days prior to
beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or destroy any geodetic station

marks are described on the attached file. Additional advice is provided at

hitp:/fgeodesy.noas . govimarks/ralircads/
== I-- | | |-

l....
| .
....|CP3389|. 2|88/ADJUSTED]N324904......{W0911225. .....|C...[18 V 8

[CP3387|. 2|BB/ADIUSTED|N325028......|W0911325......|C...[18 V€
|CP3388|. 2|88/ADIUSTED|N324534......|W0911300......|C...|18 V 7

...|CP3330|. 2|88/ADJUSTED|N324846......|W0911134..._..|C...[i18 V9
...}CP3174|0 h|88/GPS OBS.IN324925.42782|W0911116,10535}C...|GUENARD
....|CP2840(2 2|88/ADIUSTED;N324926.17730|W0211315.57858|C...|LAKE

... |AA2B5B]. 2|88/ADIUSTED|N324925......|W0911315......|C...|LAKE RM 2
+.|CP1207]. uj29/AD] UNCH|N324854......|W0911205......|C...]MT LEVNER BOLT
...{CP1206]. u|29/AD] UNCH|N324854......]W0911205......|D...|MT LEVNER CAP
..-.|CP1143]. u|29/AD] UNCH|N324715......}W0S11056......| 0...[89/4

-- Simon Monroe

Geodetic Services Division
National Geodetic Survey
NOAA - N/NGS12 - RM. 9202
1315 East/West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282
Phone: 301-713-3242

hitp://mail.aol.com/32797-111/acl-1/en-vs/mail Prinihdessage.aspx

10/19/2¢10
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Matural Resources Conservation Service
3737 Govemnmeni Strest 318-473-77514
Alaxandria. LA 71302 218-473-T626

Qctober 13, 2010

Thomas McFarland, P.C.

Attormey for Delta Southern Railroad, Inc.
208 LaSalle Street, Suite 1880

Chicago, lllinois 60604-1112

RE: Delta Southern Railroad, Inc.

Mr. McFarland:

I have reviewed your request for comments relative to impacts to Prime Farmland or Farmland
of Statewide importance for the following project in East Carroll parish, Louisiana:

1. Delta Southern Railroad, Inc.

These are my findings concerning the Delta Southern Railroad, Inc., from Shelburne, Louisiana
to one mile south of Lake Providence, Louisiana, in East Carroli Parish.

Our Soil Survey indicates that the soils present on 100 percent of the site are Bruin silt loam
(Br), Commerce silt loam (Cm), Commerce silty clay loam (Cc}, Newellton silty clay (Ne),
Sharkey silty clay loam (Sa) and Tunica clay (Tn) are prime/unique farmtand soil. if federal
funds are involved, a determination of the “prime” farm land conversion impact, if any, will have
to be made in accordance with the provisions of the Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1281.

Further, we do not believe there will be an adverse effect on the surrounding environment
provided appropriate erosion control measures are taken during construction.

Please direct all future correspondence te me at the address shown above.
Respectfuily,
|

Kevin D. Norton
State Conservationist

Attachments

Halping Feople Help iha Land

An Equel Oppatiumly Prorédar end Evaplover



USDA  Unied Staies A product of the_'i"{_atiur;a! Lustom 3cil ResouUrcs
r_?‘ﬂ Department of Cooperative Soii Survey,

Agrisulivrs & jint effor o the LUnies F{epﬁﬁ’ﬂj f@ﬁ’

- Siatzs Deparinient of -
O NR(S  wmimaas  East Carroll Parish,

Federal agenciss, Stats

Natural agencies including the .
Resources Agricultural Experiment L Q u ! .s I a n a
Conservalion Stations, and local

Service participants

Ociober 13, 2010



Preface

Soll surveys contain information that affects land use planning in survey areas. They
highlight soif limitations that affect various land uses and provide information about
the properties of the soils in the survey areas. Soil surveys are designed for many
different users, including farmers, ranchers, foresters, agronomists, urban planners,
community officials, engineers, developers, builders, and home buyers. Also,
conservationists, teachers, students, and specialists in recreation, waste disposal,
and pollution control can use the surveys to help them understand, protect, or enhance
the environment.

Various land use regulations of Federal, State, and local govemments may impose
special restrictions on land use or land treatment. Soil surveys identify soil properties
that are used in making various land use or land treatment decisions. The information
is intended to hefp the land users identify and reduce the effects of soil limitations on
various land uses. The landowner or user is responsible for identifying and complying
with existing laws and regulations.

Although soil survey information can be used for general farm, local, and wider area
planning, onsiie investigation is needed to supplement this information in some cases.
Examples inciude soil quality assessments (htip://sails.usds.govisqif) and certain
conservation and engineering applications. For move detailed infarmation, contact
your local USDA Service Center (http./foffices.sc.egov.usda.govilocater/app?
agency=nrcs) or your NRCS State Saii Scientist (htip /soils.csda.gov/contact!
staie_offices/).

Great differences in soil properties can occur within short distances. Some soils are
seascnally wet or subject to flooding. Some are too unstable to be used as a
foundation for buildings or roads. Clayey or wet soils are poorly suited to use as septic
tank absorption fields. A high water table makes a soil poorly suited to basements or
underground instaflations.

The National Cooperative Soil Survey is a joint effort of the United States Department
of Agriculture and other Federal agencies, State agencies including the Agricultural
Experiment Stations, and local agencies. The Natural Resources Conservation
Servica (NRCS) has feadership for the Federal part of the National Cooperative Soit
Survey.

Information about soils is updated periodically. Updated information is available
through the NRCS Soil Data Mart Web site or the NRCS Web Soil Survey. The Soil
Data Mart is the data storage site for the official soil survey information,

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs
and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where
applicable, sex, marital status, familial stalus, parental status, refigion, sexual
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. {Not all prohibited
hasas apply (o all programs.) Persons with disabilities who reguire alternative means

[


http://offices.sc,egov.(jsda.gov/localor/app

for communication of program information {Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) shoutd
contact USDA's TARGET Center at {202} 720-2600 (voice and TDD). Tofile a
complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
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How Soil Surveys Are Made

Soil surveys are made to provide information about the soils and miscellaneous areas
in a specific area. They include a description of the soils and miscellaneous areas and
their location on the landscape and tables that show soil properties and limitations
affecting various uses. Soil scientists observed the steepness, length, and shape of
the slopes; the general pattemn of drainage; the kinds of crops and native plants; and
the kinds of bedrock. They observed and described many soil profiles. A soil profile is
the sequence of natural layers, or horizons, in a soil. The profile extends from the
surface down into the unconsolidated material in which the soil formed or from the
surface down to bedrock. The unconsolidated material is devoid of roots and other
living organisms and has not been changed by other biological activity.

Currently, soils are mapped according to the boundaries of major land resource areas
{(MLRAs). MLRAs are geographically associated land resource units that share
common characteristics related to physiography, geology, climate, water resources,
sails, biological resources, and land uses (USDA, 2006). Soil survey areas typically
consist of parts of one or more MLRA.

The soils and miscellaneous areas in a survey area occur in an orderly pattem that is
related to the geology, landforms, relief, climate, and natural vegetation of the area.
Each kind of soil and miscellaneous area is associated with a particular kind of
landform or with a segment of the landform. By observing the soils and miscellaneous
areas in the survey area and relating their position to specific segments of the
landform, a soil scientist develops a concept, or model, of how they were formed. Thus,
during mapping, this model enables the soil scientist to predict with a considerable
degree of accuracy the kind of soil or miscellaneous area at a specific location on the
landscape.

Commonly, individual soils on the landscape merge into one another as their
characteristics gradually change. To construct an accurate soil map, however, soil
scientists must determine the boundaries between the soils. They can observe only
a limited number of soil profiles. Nevertheless, these observations, supplemented by
an understanding of the soil-vegetation-landscape relationship, are sufficient to verify
predictions of the kinds of soil in an area and to determine the boundaries.

Soil scientists recorded the characteristics of the soil profiles that they studied. They
noted soil color, texture, size and shape of soil aggregates, kind and amount of rock
fragments, distribution of plant roots, reaction, and cther features that enable them to
identify soils. After describing the soils in the survey area and determining their
properties, the soil scientists assigned the soils to taxonomic classes (units).
Taxonomic classes are concepts. Each taxcnomic class has a set of soil
characteristics with precisely defined limits. The classes are used as a basis for
comparison to classify soils systematically. Soil taxonomy, the system of taxonomic
classification used in the United States, is based mainly on the kind and character of
soil properties and the arrangement of horizons within the profile. After the soil
scientists classified and named the soils in the survey area, they compared the
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individual soiis with similar soils in the same taxonomic class in other areas sc that
they could confirm data and assemble additional data based on experience and
research.

The objective of soil mapping is not to delineate pure map unit components; the
objective is to separate the landscape into landforms or landform segments that have
similar use and management requirements. Each map unit is defined by a unique
combination of soii components and/or miscellaneous areas in predictable
proportions. Some components may be highly contrasting to the other components of
the map unit. The presence of minor components in a map unit in no way diminishes
the usefulness or accuracy of the data. The delineation of such landiorms and
landform segments on the map provides sufficient information for the development of
resource plans. If intensive use of small areas is planned, onsite investigation is
needed to define and locate the soils and miscellaneous areas.

Soil scientists make many field observations in the process of producing a soil map.
The frequency of cbservation is dependent upon several factors, including scale of
mapping, intensity of mapping, design of map units, complexty of the landscape, and
experience of the soil scientist. Observations are made to test and refine the soil-
landscape model and predictions and to verify the classification of the soils at specific
jocations. Once the soil-landscape model is refined, a significanfly smalier number of
measurements of individual soil properties are made and recorded. These
measurements may include field measurements, such as those for color, depth to
bedrock, and texture, and laboratory measurements, such as those for content of
sand, silt, clay, salt, and other components. Properties of each soil typically vary from
one point to another across the landscape.

Observations for map unit components are aggregated to develop ranges of
characteristics for the components. The aggregated values are presented. Direct
measurements do not exist for every property presented for every map unit
component. Values for some properties are estimated from combinations of other
properties.

While a soil survey is in progress, samples of some of the soils in the area generally
are collected for laboratory analyses and for engineering tests. Soil scientists interpret
the data from these analyses and tests as well as the field-observed characteristics
and the soil properties to determine the expected behavior of the soils under different
uses. Interpretations for all of the soils are field tested through observation of the soils
in different uses and under different levels of management. Some interpretations are
maodified to fit local conditions, and some new interpretations are developed to meet
local needs. Data are assembled from other sources, such as research information,
production records, and field experience of specialists. For example, data on crop
yields under defined levels of management are assembled from farm records and from
field or plot experiments on the same kinds of soil.

Predictions about soil behavior are based not only on soil properties but also on such
variables as climate and biclogical activity. Soil conditions are predictable over iong
periods of time, but they are not predictable from year to year. For example, soil
scientists can predict with a fairly high degree of accuracy that a given soil will have
a high water table within certain depths in most years, but they cannot predict that a
high water table will always be at a specific leve! in the scil on a specific date.

After soil scientists located and identified the significant natural bodies of soil in the
survey area, they drew the boundaries of these bodies on aerial photographs and
identified each as a specific map unit. Aerial photographs show trees, buildings, fields,
roads, and rivers, all of which help in locating boundaries accurately.



Soil Map

The soil map section includes the soil map for the defined area of interest, a list of soil
map units on the map and extent of each map unit, and cartographic symbols
displayed on the map. Also presented are various metadata about data used to
produce the map, and a description of each soil map unit.
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Custom Soil Resource Reponrt

Map Unit Legend

East Carroll Parish, Louisiana (LA035)

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AC) I Percent of AQ)

Br Bruin silt loam 2338 22.9%
cm |commerce sitioam - B 26 37.5%|
Co T Commerce silt;day Ioan-l- I _EBTE o B _2-7_5_";
N T e ey
sa Sherkeysityclayloam | _ ot T
Tn Tunica clay ! 7.8 0.8%
w Water - i o ST 05, B 0.0%
Totals for Area of Intersst ) - T el

Map Unit Descriptions

The map units delineated on the detailed soil maps in a soil survey represent the soils
or miscellaneous areas in the survey area. The map unit descriptions, along with the
maps, can be used to determine the composition and properties of a unit.

A map unit delineation on a soil map represents an area dominated by one or more
major kinds of soil or miscellaneous areas. A map unit is identified and named
according to the taxonomic classification of the dominant soils. Within a taxonomic
class there are precisely defined limits for the properties of the soils. On the landscape,
however, the soils are natural phenomena, and they have the characteristic variability
of all natural phenomena. Thus, the range of some observed properties may extend
beyond the limits defined for a taxonomic class. Areas of soils of a single taxonomic
class rarely, if ever, can be mapped without including areas of other taxonomic
classes. Consequently, every map unit is made up of the soils or miscellaneous areas
for which it is named and some minor components that belong to taxonomic classes
other than those of the major soils.

Most minor soils have properties similar to those of the dominant soil or soils in the
map unit, and thus they do not affect use and management. These are called
noncontrasting, or similar, components. They may or may not be mentioned in a
particular map unit description. Other minor components, however, have properties
and behavioral characteristics divergent enough to affect use or to require different
management. These are called contrasting, or dissimilar, components. They generally
are in smalt areas and could not be mapped separately because of the scale used.
Some small areas of strongly contrasting scils or miscellaneous areas are identified
by a special symbol on the maps. If included in the database for a given area, the
conirasting minor components are identified in the map unit descriptions along with
some characteristics of each. A few areas of minor components may not have been
observed, and consequently they are not mentioned in the descriptions, especially
where the paitern was so complex thatit was impractical to make enough observations
to identify all the soils and miscellaneous areas on the landscape.
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Custom Soil Resource Report

The presence of minor components in a map unit in no way diminishes the usefulness
or accuracy of the data. The objective of mapping is not to delinsate pure taxonomic
ciasses but rather to separate the landscape into landfoirms or landform segments that
have similar use and management requirements. The delineation of such segments
on the map provides sufficient information for the development of resource plans. If
intensive use of small areas is planned, however, onsite investigation is needed to
define and locate the soils and miscellanecus areas.

An identifying symbol precedes the map unit name in the map unit descriptions. Each
description includes general facts about the unit and gives important soil properties
and qualities.

Soils that have profiles that are almost alike make up a soif series. Except for
differences in texture of the surface layer, all the soils of a series have major horizons
that are similar in composition, thickness, and arrangement.

Soils of one series can differ in texture of the surface layer, slope, stoniness, salinity,
degree of erosion, and other characteristics that affect their use. On the basis of such
differences, a soil series is divided into soil phases. Most of the areas shown on the
detailed soil maps are phases of soil series. The name of a soil phase commonly
indicates a feature that affects use or management. For example, Alpha silt loam, 0
to 2 percent slopes, is a phase of the Alpha series.

Some map units are made up of two or more major soils or miscellaneous areas.
These map units are complexes, associations, or undifferentiated groups.

A complex consists of two or more soils or miscellanecus areas in such an intricate
pattern or in such small areas that they cannot be shown separately on the maps. The
pattern and proportion of the soils or miscellaneous areas are somewhat similar in all
areas. Alpha-Beta complex, 0 to 6 percent slopes, is an example.

An association is made up of two or more geographically associated soils or
miscellaneous areas that are shown as one unit on the maps. Because of present or
anticipated uses of the map units in the survey area, it was not considered practical
or necessary to map the soils or miscellaneous areas separately. The pattemn and
relative proportion of the soils or miscellaneous areas are somewhat similar. Alpha-
Beta association, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is an example.

An undifferentiated group is made up of two or more soils or miscellaneous areas that
could be mapped individually but are mapped as one unit because similar
interpretations can be made for use and management. The pattern and proportion of
the soils or miscellaneous areas in a mapped area are not uniform. An area can be
made up of only one of the major soils or miscellanecus areas, or it can be made up
of all of them. Alpha and Beta soils, 0 to 2 percent slapes, is an example.

Some surveys include miscellaneous areas. Such areas have little or no soil material
and support little or no vegetation. Rock outcrop is an example.

11



Custorn Soil Resource Repoil

East Carroll Parish, Louisiana

Br—Bruin silt loam

Map Unlt Setting
Eievation: 20 to 120 feet
Mean annual precipitation: 45 to 55 inches
Mean annueal air temperature: 61 to 70 degrees F
Frost-free period: 200 to 300 days

Map Unit Composition
Bruin and similar soils: 90 percent

Description of Bruin

Setting
Landform: Natural levees
Landform position (three-dimensional): Flat
Down-slope shape: Convex
Across-siope shape: Linear
Parent material: Mississippi silty alluvium

Properties and qualities
Siope: 0 1o 1 percent
Depth to restrictive feature: More than B0 inches
Drainage class: Moderately well drained
Capacity of the most limiting layer to transmit water (Ksat): Moderately high to high
(0.60 to 2.00 in/hr)
Depth to water table: More than 80 inches
Frequency of flooding: None
Frequency of ponding: None
Available water capacily: Viery high (about 12.6 inches)

interpretive groups
Land capabiiity (nonimigated): 1

Typical profile
0 fo 8 inches: Silt loam
8 fo 24 inches: Silt loam
24 to 65 inches: Silt loam

Cm—Commerce silt loam

Map Unit Setting
Elevation: 0 to 120 feet
Mean annual precipitation: 45 to 85 inches
Mean annual air temperature: 61 to 70 degrees F
Frost-free period: 200 to 350 days

Map Unit Composition
Commerce and similar soils: 85 percent

12



Custom Soil Resource Report

Description of Commerce

Setting
Landform: Natural levees
Down-slope shape: Convex
Across-siope shape: Linear
Parent material: Silty alluvium

Properties and qualities
Sigpe: 0 to 1 percent
Depth to restrictive feature: More than 80 inches
Drainage class: Somewhat poorly drained

Capacity of the most limiting layer to transmit water (Ksat): Moderately high (0.20 to

0.60 in/hr)
Depth to water table: About 18 to 48 inches
Frequency of flooding: None
Frequency of ponding: None

Available water capacity: Very high (about 12.9 inches)

Interpretive groups
Land capability (nonimigated): 2w

Typical profile
0 to 6 inches: Silt loam
6 to 33 inches: Silt loam
33 to 65 inches: Silt loam

Co—Commerce sliity clay loam

Map Unit Setting
Elevation: 0 to 120 feet
Mean annual precipitation: 45 to 65 inches
Mean annual air temperature: 61 to 70 degrees F
Frost-free period: 200 to 350 days

Map Unit Composition
Commerce and similar soils: 85 percent

Description of Commerce

Setting
Landform: Natural levees
Down-slope shape: Convex
Across-slope shape: Linear
Parent materiai: Silty alluvium

Properties and qualities
Siope: 0 to 1 percent
Depth to restrictive feature: More than 80 inches
Drainage class: Somewhat poorly drained

Capacity of the most limiting layer to transmit water (Ksat): Moderately high (0.20 to

0.80 in/hr)
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Custom Soil Resource Repart

Depth lo water table; About 18 to 48 inches

Frequency of flooding. None

Frequency of ponding: None

Available waler capacity: Very high (about 12.6 inches)

Interpretive groups
Land capability (nonimigated): 2w

Typical profile
0 to 8 inches: Silty clay loam
8 to 25 inches: Silt loam
25 to 70 inches: Silt loam

Ne—Neweliton siity clay

Map Unit Setting
Mean annual precipitation: 45 to 65 inches
Mean annual air temperature: 61 to 70 degrees F
Frost-free period: 200 to 350 days

Map Unit Composition
Neweliton and similar soils: 80 percent

Description of Newellton

Setting
Landform: Natural levees
Down-slope shape: Linear
Across-slope shape: Linear

Properties and qualities
Siope: 0 to 1 percent
Depth to restrictive feature: More than 80 inches
Drainage class: Somewhat poorly drained
Capacily of the most limiting layer to transmit water (Ksat): Moderately low to
moderately high (0.06 to 0.20 in/hr)
Depth to water table: About 12 to 36 inches
Frequency of flooding: None
Frequency of ponding: None
Available water capacity: High (about 11.8 inches)

Interpretive groups
Land capability (nonirrigated): 2w

Typical profile
0 to 6 inches: Silty clay
6 to 16 inches: Silty clay
16 to 60 inches: Stratified silt loam to silty clay loam
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Custom Soil Resource Reporl

Sa—Sharkey silty clay loam

Map Unit Setting
Elevation: 0 to 80 feet
Mean annual precipitation: 45 to 65 inches
Mean annual air temperature: 61 to 70 degrees F
Frosi-free period: 200 to 350 days

Map Unit Composition
Sharkey and similar soifs: 85 percent

Description of Sharkey

Setting
Landform: Natural levees
Down-slope shape: Linear
Across-siope shape: Linear
Parent malerial: Clayey alluvium

Properties and qualitles
Slope: 0 to 1 percent
Depth to restrictive feature: More than 80 inches
Drainage class: Poorly drained
Capacity of the most limiting layer to transmit water (Ksat): Very low to moderately
low (0.00 to 0.06 in/hr)
Depth to waler table: About 0 to 24 inches
Frequency of flooding: Rare
Frequency of ponding: None
Calcium carbonate, maximum content: 5 percent
Available water capacily: Moderate (about 8.7 inches)

Interpretive groups
Land capability (nonirrigated): 3w

Typlcal profile
0 to 10 inches: Sitty clay loam
10 to 40 inches: Clay
40 to 60 inches: Clay

Tn—Tunica clay

Map Unit Setting
Mean annual precipitation: 45 to 65 inches
Mean annual air temperature: 61 to 70 degrees F
Frost-free period: 200 to 350 days
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Cusioin Soil Resource Repaort

Map Unit Composition
Tunica and simifar soils: 85 percen:

Description of Tunica

Setting
Landiorm: Natural levees
Down-slope shape: Linear
Across-siope shape: Linear
Parent material: Clayey over loamy alluvium

Propertles and qualities
Slope: ¢ to 1 percent
Depth to restrictive feature: More than 80 inches
Drainage ciass: Poorly drained
Capacity of the most limiting layer fo transmit water (Ksat): Very low to moderately
low (0.00 to 0.06 infhr)
Depth to waler table: About 18 to 36 inches
Fregquency of flooding: None
Frequency of ponding: None
Available water capacity: High (about 10.2 inches)

Interpretive groups
Land capability (nonimigated): 3w

Typical profile
0 to 6 inches: Clay
6 to 32 inches: Clay
32 to 60 inches: Loam

W—Water

Map Unit Composition
Water: 100 percent

16



Soil Information for All Uses

Suitabilities and Limitations for Use

The Suitabilities and Limitations for Use section includes various soil interpretations

displayed as thematic maps with a summary table for the soil map units in the selected
area of interest. A single value or rating for each map unit is generated by aggregating
the interpretive ratings of individual map unit components. This aggregation process
is defined for each interpretation.

Land Classifications

Land Classifications are specified land use and management groupings that are
assigned to soil areas because combinations of soil have similar behavior for specified
practices. Most are based on soil properties and other factors that directly influence
the specific use of the soil. Example classifications include ecological site
classification, farmland classification, irrigated and nonirrigated land capability
classification, and hydric rating.

Farmland Classification (Delta Southern railroad,INc
(DSR) Shelburn Louisiana East Carroll Parish)

Farmland classification identifies map units as prime farmland, farmland of statewide
importance, farmland of local importance, or unique farmland. It identifies the location
and extent of the soils that are best suited to food, feed, fiber, forage, and oilseed
craps. NRCS policy and procedures on prime and unique farmlands are published in
the "Federal Register,” Vol. 43, No. 21, January 31, 1978.
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United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service. 1961. Land
capability classification. U.S. Department of Agriculture Handbool 210.
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORIC REPORT
APPENDIX 3

Topographic map pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(d)(1)
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORIC REPORT
APPENDIX 4

Bridge photographs pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(d)(3)
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on October 20, 2010, I scrved the foregoing document, Draft
Environmental and Historic Report, by first-class, U.S. mail, postage prepaid, on the following:

State Clearinghouse
Louisiana Department of Transp. & Develop.

P.O. Box 94245
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245

State Coastal Zone Management
Louisiana Coastal Management Division
Department of Natural Resources

P.O. Box 44487

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4487

City Planner:
City of Lake Providence

Planning & Development Department
201 Sparrow Street
Lake Providence, LA 71254

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service:

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - Region 4
Century Center

1875 Century Boulevard

Atlanta, GA 30345

National Park Service:

Planning and Compliance Office
National Park Service - Southeast Region
100 Alabama St., SW

Atlanta, GA 30303

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Admin.:
NGS Information Services, NOAA, N/NGS12

National Geodetic Survey SSMC-3, #9202
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

State Environmental Protection Agency
Louisiana Dept. of Environmental Quality

P.O. Box 4301
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4301

Parish Commissioners:

Mr. Major Watson, Parish Manager
East Carroll Parish Commissioners
3121 Hwy. 581

Lake Providence, LA 71254

Environmental Protection Agency
(regional office):

Environmental Protection Agency - Region 6
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200
Dallas, TX 75202

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
P.O. Box 60267
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

Natural Resources Conservation Service:
Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA

3737 Government Street

Alexandria, LA 71302

Louisiana Historical Preservation Office:
Louisiana Office of Cultural Development
Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism
P.O. Box 44247

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4247

/ﬁ\cpm p ‘m\C(‘:CLfLE-T\,fL.L/LQ

Thomas F. McFarland




APPENDIX 4

Responses to Draft Environmental & Historic Report



A No known historic properties will be attected by
as E MCEARLAND this undertaking. 'T'his elfect determination could
change should new information come to our
atlention.
October 5, 2010
Page 2 ﬂ/# &%\/ {8-28-c0
) Phil Boggan Date
Dear Agency or Governmental Representative: Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Delta Southern Ratilroad, Inc. (DSR) is a common carrier by railroad whose address is
P.O. Box 1709, Tallulah, LA 71282. In the near future, DSR intends to file with the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) a Notice of Exemption from 49 U.S.C. § 10903 for abandonment of
an 8-mile rail line between Milepost 463.0, which is located approximately 200 feet west of U.S.
Highway 65 North at or near Shelburn, and Milepost 471.0, which is located approximately 75
feet east of U.S. Highway 65 South approximately one mile south of Lake Providence, in East
Carroll Parish, Louisiana (the Rail Line). The Rail Line is shaded in yellow on a map that is
attached to this letter as Appendix 1.

Before filing a Notice of Exemption for abandonment of the Rail Line, DSR is required to
prepare and circulate to appropriate local government agencies a Draft Environmental and
Historic Report that will be reviewed by the STB in conjunction with its determination of
whether or not the proposed abandonment would have a significant adverse effect on the human
environment or on historic resources. This letter is intended to consult with your agency in
regard to the environmental and historic effects of the proposed abandonment.

Pursuant to STB regulations at 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7, this letter is to request your assistance
in identifying potential environmental and historic effects of that proposed abandonment. DSR
does not anticipate any adverse environmental or historic impacts; however, if you identify any
such adverse impacts, please describe any action that could be taken to mitigate such adverse
impacts. Please provide a written response to this letter as soon as possible so that your response
can be included in a Draft Environmental and Historic Report that DSR will prepare, file with the
STB, and serve on interested agencies.

COUNTY AND CITY PLANNING AGENCIES. Please state whether the proposed
abandonment would be consistent with existing land-use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

US SOIL. CONSERVATION SERVICE. Please state the effect of the proposed
abandonment on any prime agricultural land.

US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE. Please state (1) whether the proposed
abandonment is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as

a critical habitat and, if so, please describe such effects; and (2) whether wildlife sanctuaries or

refuges, National or State parks or forests will be affected and, if so, please describe such effects.

0CT 12 2010



R R ol |

Tr projaft had ©ad 1 reviswed dor 2ecis 1o Fudurs! 27 =i 308
e e Jurtdicdln ond wiereatly proh =i oy e RAGWNTLS
dlgeies Act of 1973 (Act) The prefect az nronorad

HoMAS F MCEARLAND (¥l Will hava no efieci wn fhoss regaura.

{ } Is not likafy to adve;asiy afact tnoze rasuur s,

This find 13 the regui 18 LicesErntu s Tiap (R wf tig Ac

October 5, 2010
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Atiing Supe

Dear Agency or Governmental Representative: f:fs‘-.";.?:: :r:?qﬂﬁg;;?: Sovica
Delta Southern Railroad, Inc. (DSR) is a common carrier by railroad whose address is

P.O. Box 1709. Tallulah, LA 71282, In the near future, DSR intends to file with the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) a Notice of Exemption from 49 U.S.C. § 10903 for abandonment of
an 8-milc rail line between Milepost 463.0. which is located approximately 200 feet west of U.S.
Highway 65 North at or near Shelburn, and Milepost 471.0, which is located approximately 75
feet east of U.S. Highway 65 South approximately one mile south of Lake Providence, in East
Carroll Parish, Louisiana (the Rail Line). The Rail Line is shaded in yellow on a map that is
attached to this letter as Appendix 1.

Before filing a Notice of Exemption for abandonment of the Rail Line, DSR is required to
preparc and circulate to appropriate local government agencies a Draft Environmental and
Historic Report that will be reviewed by the STB in conjunction with its determination of
whether or not the proposed abandonment would have a significant adverse effect on the human
environment or on historic resources. This letter is intended to consult with your agency in
regard to the environmental and historic effects of the proposed abandonment.

Pursuant to STB regulations at 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7, this letter is to request your assistance
in identifying potential environmental and historic effects of that proposed abandonment. DSR
does not anticipate any adverse environmental or historic impacts; however, if you identify any
such adverse impacts. please describe any action that could be taken to mitigate such adverse
impacts. Please provide a wrilten response to this letter as soon as possible so that your response
can be included in a Draft Environmental and Historic Report that DSR will prepare, file with the
STB. and serve on interested agencies.

COUNTY AND CITY PLANNING AGENCIES. Please state whether the proposed
abandonment would be consistent with existing land-use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

US SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE. Please state the effect of the proposed

abandonment on any prime agricultural land.

US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE. Please state (1) whether the proposed
abandonment is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as
a critical habitat and, if so, please describe such effects; and (2) whether wildlife sanctuaries or

refuges, National or State parks or forests will be affected and, if so, please describe such effects.



BoBBY JINDAL ROBERT D. HARPER

GOVERNOR R,

N SECRETARY
State of Louigiana RECEVED
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES NUV ﬂ "i ZBTU

OFFICE OF COASTAL MANAGEMENT
MPF&:‘J,LAND. P.C.

October 29, 2010

Thomas F. McFarland

Attorney for Delta Southern Railroad
208 South LaSalle St., Suite 1890
Chicago, Illinois 60604-1112

RE: 20100345, Coastal Zone Consistency
Delta Southern Railroad, Inc.
Surface Transportation Board
Federal License or Permit
Abandonment of 8.0 miles of rail line MP 463.0 — 471.0 Shelbumn to Lake Providence
STB Docket No. AB-384 (Sub-No. 2X)
East Carroll Parish, Louisiana

Dear Mr. McFarland:

The above referenced project has been reviewed for consistency with the Louisiana Coastal
Resources Program as required in Section 307 (c) of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as
amended. It has been determined that the captioned project falls outside the Coastal Zone and has no
significant effects on the Coastal Zone. The project, therefore, requires no formal consistency review
and this Department has no objection.

It should be noted that another project in the same area may be deemed to impact the Coastal
Zone and require consistency review. For this reason we request that you continue to submit
applications to this Department for any other projects in the area. If you have any questions
concerning this determination please contact Brian Marcks of the Consistency Section at (225) 342-

7939 or 1-800-267-4019.
Sincerely,
/
" Gr Cote

Administrator
Interagency Affairs/Field Services Division

JR/JIDH/bgm ’ .

cc: . David Butler, LDWF X _ _ S

Environmiéntal ‘Analysis Section, Surface Transportation Board .
Post Office Box 44487 * Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4487
617 North Third Street * 10th Floor * Suite 1078 ¢ Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802
(225) 342-7591 * Fax {225) 342-9439 « http://www.dnr.louisiana.gov
An Equal Opportunity Emplover
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{ NGS Response, STB Docket AB-384 (SUB NO. 02X)]

From: Simon Monroe <Simon.Monroe@noaa.gov>
To: mcfarland@acl.com

Cc: Surface Transportation Board <sea@stb.dot.gov>; Surveyorlady@yahoo.com; Gilbert Mitchell
<Gilbert.Mitchell@noaa.gov>; Simon Monroe <Simon.Monroe@noaa.gov>

Subject: [ NGS Response, STB Docket AB-384 {(SUB NO. 02X)]
Date: Thu, Nov 4, 2010 12:51 pm

Thank you for sharing your railroad abandonment environmental report for

Shelburn, East Carroll Parish, LOUISIANA.

Approximately 06 geodetic survey marks may be located in the area described.
If marks will be disturbed by the abandonment, [THE RAILROAD] shall

consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at least 90 days prior to
beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or destroy any geodetic station

marks are described on the attached file. Additional advice is provided at
hitp://gecdesy.noag.gov/marks/railroads/
|==efme]- : : |-
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Newspaper notice
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AL Curllon
Publisher

Banner-Democrat

"The Pulge of Bast Carroll Pariah"

313 Luke Strect.
Luke Providence, Louisinna 714264
Phone: 318-569-2750 = Fax: 318-559-2750

Notice

This is to certify that the atluched notice hos appeared in this

ncewspapoer on the following dates: Cck'.'j" fﬁbﬂJ“ o'y

20

Abandonment

BECFORE T
SURFACE
TRANSPORTAYTON BOARD
WASHINGTON, ¢ 20443
ST Dockot No. AL-484 (Bub-Nao, 2%)
DELYA SOUTRERN
RATLROAD, INC,
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION —
IN EAST CARIOLL PAXISH, LA
NOTICE OF INTENT TO kILI
AN ATI'PLICATION
FON ABANDONMENT
DELTA SOUTHERN RAILR
INC (NDBR) givew notice that t?nA ?I:
about Novemnbor 9, 2010, j¢ intends W
file with the Surface ‘Transpurtation
Pfuard. Washington, D.C. 20423, « No.
tice of E&_«lnpﬁun under 49 CFR 1152
Subpmt. ¥ - Lxempt Abandonmonty
mzl-m:uﬂg thg sbundonment of an 8-
e Yail fine betwarn Midepast day 0,
which 1z located approximvistely 200 fout
west of U.6. Fughway 64 North #t or
near Sholburn, and Milapout. 471.0
which 12 located upproximatsly 75 fm'
vaet of US. Yaghway Ab South, sppruxi-
mataly ane 1ile south of Loke Provi-
dener, m Bast Crrrall Parish, Louietan
(the Mail Line) ‘Mo Rl I dre extends
through United Rtutos Postai Zip Codv
71244, The procoeding 1k dockuled an
STH Douket No, AB-BE4 (Sub-Nu, 2%)
3:]“ S-:;L;:zhern P;uilrund, Mo - Absn.
navent kxempiiog « m Eawt Caery
Pt LA plion Eawt Carroll

The Board's Sootion of Kuviron-
mental Aualyain (REA) will ganernlly

. prebare un Environmental Asssteaaont,

(EA), which will nornally be avuilable
35 days after the filing of Lho
notjeo of exemptivn. Comments on en-
vironmenial and enwrpy matlom shonld
be fMed no Iatdr thay 15 duye sfier the
EA boromex availablt (o the puldic and
will be addrossad in a Hoard docirian
Interestod persons may vbian & copy of
the EA or mnke iquirice rogarhng en-
virontacats! maticre by weiling Lo the
Hecljon of Environincentsl Anulysir
(BEEA), Rurface Trunsporintion Board,
Washington, DC 20428 or by culling
that office it 202.245.0205,
Appropriate offecs of finsncia! aesie-
tance to confinue rofl sorviee can ba
liled with the Board. Raguents for envi-
ronmental conditicne, publie wan condi-
Lions, of ruil hanking/trails use alee cun
he filod witl) the Board, An originul and
10 copies of any ploading that reavwws
matiers ofher thun environmenlul is-
wnes (such na trara use, public nes, and
offet s of financinl asgistunce? must be
filed directly with the Roard’s Office of
the Sserctary, 895 E Strent, 8W, Wash-
inglon, DC 20423 [fee 49 CFR
1104.2{a) atd 1104.3¢w)), and ono copy
muat. be purved on applicants’ repraeen-
tative, [See 48 CI'R 1104.12(3)] Ques-
tions regarding offere of financial
vhsistaoy, patdlc ure, ot 1riile uRa may
hie duectod 10 the Buml's Ol of Cou
meaghopt and Pubhe Servicee a1 202-
245 11230 Copiek of ahy copvuends o
resyarals for cotdiliong shanld by poreud
oo the apphoant’s  reprceent diver
Vhomaw 1 Mm b, Ty, v« 1 Mo
Furland, 2C., 208 Suath LaGulle Stivol,
Suite 1890, Cluoagw, IL G 1112,
phone #12-236-0204
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